
Dear Governor Pritzker, 

 

As you are aware, invasive Asian Carp are only a few miles away from becoming an 

unstoppable crisis in the Great Lakes region. But with one stroke of your pen, you can show 

your commitment to protecting the Great Lakes and help stop these aggressive fish from 

crashing our regional economy and environment. 

 

We are writing today to urge you to sign the letter of agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers that would allow them to move forward with Preconstruction, Engineering, and 

Design for the fortification of Brandon Road Lock and Dam in Joliet, a critical choke-point for 

invasive Asian Carp about 50 miles downstream of Chicago. The chain of smart technologies in 

question, including an engineered channel with an acoustic fish deterrent, air bubble curtain and 

electric barrier, would help prevent the invasive carp from moving from the Mississippi River 

basin to the Great Lakes basin through the Chicago Area Waterway System.  

 

If invasive Asian Carp break through and enter Lake Michigan, they will forever destroy the 

environment of the Great Lakes region and our quality of life. By studying ecosystems where 

these fish have taken root, we know that once they make their home in a body of water, it’s 

already too late. They are voracious filter feeders, capable of eating between 20% and 40% of 

their body weight in one day. In some parts of the Mississippi River, they make up 70 to 90 

percent of the biomass in the river. In many places where invasive Asian Carp live, feed and 

breed, native fish species can no longer find enough food to grow or survive. We can’t allow that 

to happen to the Great Lakes. 

 

As the largest freshwater ecosystem on earth, the Great Lakes are home to hundreds of fish 

and wildlife species, from coaster brook trout and coho salmon to blue herons and wood ducks. 

This wildlife drives a significant and crucial part of the Great Lakes outdoor economy as it 

supports a $7 billion fishery, a $16 billion tourism industry, and over 1.6 million jobs within the 

basin. 

 

In May 2019, scientists found invasive Asian Carp DNA in Lake Calumet, only 7 miles from Lake 

Michigan. And in August, researchers from the University of Michigan confirmed what we long 

feared: invasive Asian Carp will thrive in a large portion of Lake Michigan. The threat to the 

lakes is clear and the Army Corps’ plan is an important step in the right direction in the fight to 

keep these dangerous fish out of our Great Lakes. 

 

Invasive Asian Carp are a threat to our livelihoods and our way of life, and now is our best 

chance to stop them. And Illinois residents agree. A 2018 survey showed that 9 in 10 people, 

both in Illinois and in neighboring states, said it is important to immediately increase protections 

to block the spread of invasive Asian Carp to the Great Lakes.  

 

By signing the letter of agreement with the Corps, you can bring us one step closer to ensuring 

that the nightmare scenario of invasive Asian Carp breaching the Great Lakes never becomes a 



reality, and send a message to our leaders in Congress that they must act this session to 

secure full federal funding for the project as part of the FY 2020 appropriations process.  

 

Thank you for your continued attention to this issue and your commitment to protecting our 

waterways for current and future generations. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Joel Brammeier  

President & CEO  

Alliance for the Great Lakes 

 

Chad Tokowicz 

Inland Fisheries Policy Manager 

American Sportfishing Association 

 

Erin McGrath 

Policy Manager 

Audubon New York 

 

Melissa Fratello 

Executive Director 

Buffalo Audubon Society 

 

Howard A. Learner 
Executive Director 
Environmental Law & Policy Center 
 

Liz Kirkwood 

Executive Director 

FLOW (For Love Of Water) 

 

Laura Rubin 

Director 

Healing Our Waters – Great Lakes Coalition 

 

Barry A. Coddens 

Chairman 

Illinois Council of Trout Unlimited 

 

Jen Walling 

Executive Director 

Illinois Environmental Council 

 

Tom Eckels 



President 

Illinois Paddling Council 

 

Jack Darin 

Director 

Illinois Sierra Club 

 

Emily Wood 

Executive Director 

Indiana Wildlife Federation 

 

Jared Mott 

Conservation Director 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Charlie Palmgren 

President, Illinois Division 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Keith Halper 

President, Indiana Division 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

John Stegmeier 

Conservation Chair, Dwight Lydell Chapter 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Ivan J. Hack Jr. 

President, Headwaters Chapter 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

John Zon 

Director, Walter Sherry Chapter 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

James Storer 

President, Western Reserve Chapter 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Shannon Powers 

President, Woodford County Chapter 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Andrea Densham 



Senior Director, Policy and Advocacy 

John G. Shedd Aquarium 

 

Allyson Haut 

President 

League of Women Voters of Illinois 

 

Bill Winowiecki 

Vice President 

Michigan Charter Boat Association 

 

Henry Walters 

Lake Erie Director 

Michigan Charter Boat Association 

 

Dennis H. Eade 

Executive Director 

Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen's Association 

 

Gregory Walz 

Chairman 

Michigan Trout Unlimited 

 

John Ropp 

President & CEO 

Michigan Wildlife Conservancy 

 

Cheryl Nenn 

Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee Riverkeeper 

 

Frank Hugelmeyer 

President 

National Marine Manufacturers Association 

 

Marc Smith 

Director, Conservation Partnerships 

National Wildlife Federation 

 

Peter Bucher 

Director, Water Resources 

Ohio Environmental Council 

 

Anthony Radjenovich 



Principal 

Reelin Leland Fishing Charters LLC 

 

Irene Senn 

Coordinator 

Religious Coalition for the Great Lakes 

 

Robert Stegmier 

Board of Directors 

Rogue River Watershed Partners 

 

Lori Andresen 

President 

Save Our Sky Blue Waters 

 

Sister Phyllis Tierney 

Coordinator, Rochester Justice & Peace Office 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

 

Jennifer McKay 

Policy Director 

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

 

Taylor Ridderbusch 

Great Lakes Organizer 

Trout Unlimited 

 

Diane Lembck 

President 

Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society 

 

 

 

 

 


