OTHER LOCAL ISSUES

Other local water issues may have a big impact on your community. Perhaps
decisions need to be made about permits for mining companies, pipelines, or
industrial facilities. There may be local beach access issues or plans to store
hazardous waste near local waterways. Make sure to ask candidates about the
issue that will have the biggest impact on your community.

MAKE IT LOCAL

While federal and state officeholders and agencies have great influence on the health of the Great Lakes,
your local mayor, city council members, and regulators also have a big impact. They make decisions on
issues from local drinking water quality to parks and recreation to your water and sewer bills to reducing
plastic pollution that ends up in the lakes.

The key to advocating locally is to connect the dots between the issue you care about, the public institution
responsible, and the public officeholder who has the most influence on that institution.

Doing some quick detective work by searching your local government webpages will describe which
officeholders are responsible for the issues you are concerned about this election. After you have identified
the local issue you care about and the candidates who are seeking offices that influence that issue, you can
use the tips in this guide to connect with them directly.
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